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Successful entrepreneurs 
 
Successful young entrepreneurs  
 
Read the case study below and answer the questions that follow. 
 

YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS GET A TASTE OF THE BIG APPLE 
While some young people his age choose to experiment with drugs, drop out of school or 
roam the streets of rural Digwale in Mpumalanga due to unemployment, Maliyakhe Buda 
runs Mali Saryn Project, his own decor business which operates within his community. 
Another young, successful entrepreneur, Thabang Lobese, manufactures a variety of home-
made soaps (Silky Touch) and sells them to his community from his tuck-shop in Jouberton, 
Klerksdorp. 
 
Maliyakhe and Thabang’s hard work and determination have paid off. The two young 
entrepreneurs were recently honoured in the 16th Annual ‘Salute to the Entrepreneurial 
Spirit’ Awards dinner held in New York City in the United States. The 2009 Global Young 
Entrepreneurs of the Year Awards were hosted by the National Foundation for Teaching 
Entrepreneurship (NFTE). 
 
“I have to juggle schoolwork and my business as I depend on it as a source of income,” says 
Maliyakhe. His father is a pensioner. “I don’t use any machinery for my work and mainly 
depend on God-given natural resources to make a living,” he continues. “When the 
Entrepreneurship Programme was introduced at my school, I decided to grab the 
opportunity and learned skills like how to identify, start and run a successful business. This 
was the greatest opportunity because it made me realise that nothing is impossible.” 
 
Thabang says that his number one priority is to satisfy people’s needs and to create 
employment for them and create a better environment for people living in his community. 
“I also want to contribute to the economy and show people that regardless of where you 
come from, you can still achieve your goals,” says Thabang. Both Thabang and Maliyakhe 
are beneficiaries of the In School Entrepreneurship Education Programme that Maths 
Centre for Professional Teachers runs in schools across Mpumalanga, Limpopo, Gauteng, 
Western Cape, Northern Cape and the North West provinces on behalf of Umsobomvu 
Youth Fund. The programme trains teachers and learners between Grades 8-11 in 
entrepreneurship. 
 
“The programme is a partnership between UYF and NFTE, a partnership that came about in 
2005 with the Maths Centre as the service provider. The aim is to provide learners with first-
hand entrepreneurial experiences and facilitate informed career decisions, among other 
things,” says Zanele Khuluse, programme manager at UYF. The In-School Entrepreneurship 
Education model covers four key components: teaching of commercial and entrepreneurial 
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skills, facilitating practical skills development, building entrepreneurial passion and 
commitment and providing mentorship and career development to participants. 
 
(Source: www.youthportal.org.za/ur/UYFExternalNewsletterApril) 

 
a) Under which two of the three economic sectors do the businesses of Maliyakhe and 
Thabang fall?                  [2 marks] 
b) What are the three aims of Thabang’s business?     [3 marks] 
c) How did Maliyakhe get the idea to start his own business?   [1 mark] 
d) How does the In School Entrepreneurship Education Programme help learners to become 
interested in being an entrepreneur?      [2 marks] 
e) What four components are covered in the programme?    [4 marks] 
f) What special talent do you think Maliyakhe needs in his business?                [1 mark] 
g) What challenges does Maliyakhe face in his business?    [2 marks] 
 
          [Total: 15 marks] 
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Suggested Solutions  
 

Question 
number 

Possible 
marks 

Solution 
 

 
1 

 
15 

 
a) Maliyakhe’s business falls in the tertiary sector and Thabang’s in the 
secondary sector.               [2 marks] 
b) To satisfy people’s needs and to create employment for them and 
create a better environment for people living in his community.  
[3 marks] 
c) When the Entrepreneurship Programme was introduced at his school, 
he decided to grab the opportunity to learn skills such as how to identify, 
start and run a successful business.                                             [1 mark] 
d) The programme provides learners with firsthand entrepreneurial 
experiences and facilitates informed career decisions.        [2 marks] 
e) Teaching of commercial and entrepreneurial skills, facilitating 
practical skills development, building entrepreneurial passion and 
commitment and providing mentorship and career development to 
participants.               [4 marks] 
f) Maliyakhe must also be artistic.                                            [1 mark] 
g)  Maliyakhe has to juggle schoolwork and his business, so he faces time 
constraints. He also doesn’t use any machinery in his work, so he has to 
keep up his productivity while using only natural processes.       [2 marks] 
             
 

 
 


