
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 8 EMS Worksheet 

Edupstairs Grade R - 9 Learning www.edupstairs.org 

 
Principles of the Reconstruction and Development Programme 
 
Understanding the six basic principles of the RDP  
 
Read the six basic principles of the RDP below and summarise each principle in your own 
words. Find out the meanings of the words you do not understand.   
                      [12 marks] 
 

The RDP White Paper outlined six major principles that would guide and give substance to 
the remainder of the programme:  
 The RDP would be an integrated, well coordinated and sustainable programme, to be 

conducted in and integrated amongst all three spheres of government, along with civil 
society, business and parastatals.  

 The RDP would be people-driven. Here, the programme noted: 
'Development is not about the delivery of goods to a passive citizenry. It is about active  
involvement and growing empowerment. In taking this approach, Government will 

build on  
the many forums, peace structures and negotiations that our people are involved in 

through  
the land.' 

 The RDP would attempt to play a role in ending the endemic violence within South 
Africa by embarking on a national drive for peace and security. Such conditions, the 
Programme noted, would also help to encourage investment, thus feeding back into 
the drive towards economic expansion and greater development.  

 The commitment of all parties to the RDP would encourage and further the grand 
project of nation-building. Here the Programme noted:  
'We are a single country, with a single economy, functioning within a constitutional 

framework  
that establishes provincial and local powers, respect for diversity, and a  
process to accommodate those wishing to retain their cultural identity. It is on the basis 

of our  
unity in diversity that we will consolidate our national sovereignty.' 

 The RDP would link growth, development, reconstruction, redistribution and 
reconciliation into a 'unified programme', held together by a broad infrastructural 
programme that would focus on creating and enhancing existing services in the 
electricity, water, telecommunications, transport, health, education and training 
sectors. Crucially, the programme notes that:  
'...attention will be paid to those economic factors inhibiting growth and investment 

and placing  
obstacles in the way of private sector expansion'. 

 The success of the first five principles would in turn facilitate the sixth – 
democratisation. Here the document made note of 'minority control and privilege' 
within the economy as a major obstacle to the achievement of an integrated 
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developmentally-orientated economy. It also acknowledged that the people most 
affected by economic policy should participate in the decision-making, and that 
Government would also have to be restructured to fit the priorities of the RDP.  

(Source: Adapted from wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia) 
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Suggested Solutions  
 
 

Question 
number 

Possible 
marks 

Solution 
 

 
1 

 
12 

Example of suggested answer: 
The RDP White Paper contains six major principles that guide the 
programme: 

 The RDP would be integrated, well coordinated and sustainable 
throughout all three spheres of Government, civil society, business 
and parastatals. Parastatals are business institutions that are closely 
associated with the State.                                                        [2 marks] 

 The RDP would be people-driven, which asks for active involvement of 
citizens.                                                                                [2 marks] 

 The RDP would embark on a national drive for peace and security to 
encourage investment that would bring about economic expansion 
and greater development.                                                        [2 marks] 

 The RDP would encourage nation-building. Nation-building includes 
having functioning local and provincial powers, respect for diversity 
and retaining the cultural identity of groups. Nation-building focuses 
on unity in diversity.                                                                      [2 marks] 

 The RDP would link growth, development, reconstruction, 
redistribution and reconciliation. Reconstruction means to build; 
redistribution means to distribute resources that are available again 
so that it is more equal. Reconciliation means to bring into harmony. 
The RDP would also pay attention to factors that prevent growth and 
investment.                                                                               [2 marks] 

 The above five principles would facilitate democratisation, which 
means all the people most affected by policies should participate in 
the decision-making process.                                                  [2 marks] 

 
 
 
 


