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Benefits of Technology 
 
How technology can benefit the disadvantaged  
 
Read the information below on how technology can benefit the disadvantaged. 
 

 
Certain innovations in technology focus specifically on improving the quality of life of poor 
people. With our country being a sunny place, solar energy is a free resource that can be 
utilised to assist people who do not have access to electricity. Solar power ovens provide a 
sustainable way of cooking food, and solar water heaters provide warm water. Wind 
turbines can also be used to generate electricity. Many South Africans have to source water 
from rivers and streams and have to cart the water to where they live. To help them 
transport the water, the Q-drum was invented. This drum has a doughnut-type hole with a 
long handle. The drum is filled with water and is pushed like a wheelbarrow. Another 
problem that exists among the disadvantaged is that of sanitation. The innovation of 
Ventilated Improved Pit (VIP) latrines have brought sanitation to rural areas where flush 
toilets cannot be built due to lack of infrastructure.  
 

 
Do some more research about how technology can benefit the disadvantaged by improving 
their quality of life. Compile a poster with information, pictures and labels. Look at the 
rubric to see how you will be assessed.  
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Teacher assessment rubric 
 

Criteria  Marks 

Format and 
style [Marks 
out of 4] 

The poster uses 
various colours 
and variation in 
fonts and font 
sizes to grab the 
attention. [4 
marks] 

The poster uses 
two to three 
colours and little 
variation in 
fonts and font 
sizes to grab the 
attention. [3 
marks] 

The poster uses 
one colour and 
very little 
variation in font 
and font size. 
The poster does 
not really grab 
the attention. [2 
marks] 

The poster is dull 
and 
uninteresting. It 
does not grab 
the attention at 
all. [1 mark] 

 

Information 
included in 
poster: 
Technology 
that benefits 
the poor 
[Marks out of 
4] 

The poster 
includes at least 
four correct 
facts about 
technology that 
benefits the 
poor. [4 marks] 

The poster 
includes three 
correct facts 
about 
technology that 
benefits the 
poor. [3 marks] 

The poster 
includes two 
correct facts 
about 
technology that 
benefits the 
poor. [2 marks] 

The poster 
includes one or 
no correct facts 
about 
technology that 
benefits the 
poor. [1 mark] 

 

Information 
included in 
poster: 
Improving 
quality of life 
of the poor 
[Marks out of 
4] 

The poster 
includes at least 
four correct 
facts about how 
the lives of the 
poor are 
improved. [4 
marks] 

The poster 
includes three 
correct facts 
about how the 
lives of the poor 
are improved. [3 
marks] 

The poster 
includes two 
correct facts 
about how the 
lives of the poor 
are improved. [2 
marks] 

The poster 
includes one or 
no correct facts 
about how the 
lives of the poor 
are improved. [1 
mark] 

 

Attractiveness 
of poster 
[Marks out of 
4] 

The poster is 
very attractive 
and neat. [4 
marks] 

The poster is 
attractive and 
neat. [3 marks] 

The poster is 
somewhat 
attractive, but 
not neat. [2 
marks] 

The poster is not 
attractive and is 
untidy. [1 mark] 

 

Total marks out of 16:   

Level 4: 11–16 marks (70–100%) – Outstanding 
Level 3: 8–10 marks (50–69%) – Achieved 
Level 2: 5–7 marks (35–49%) – Partially achieved 
Level 1: 1–4 marks (1–34%) – Not achieved 
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Suggested Solutions  
 
Not applicable. 
 
Teacher Assessment Rubric 
 

Criteria  Marks 

Format and 
style [Marks 
out of 4] 

The poster uses 
various colours 
and variation in 
fonts and font 
sizes to grab the 
attention. [4 
marks] 

The poster uses 
two to three 
colours and little 
variation in 
fonts and font 
sizes to grab the 
attention. [3 
marks] 

The poster uses 
one colour and 
very little 
variation in font 
and font size. 
The poster does 
not really grab 
the attention. [2 
marks] 

The poster is dull 
and 
uninteresting. It 
does not grab 
the attention at 
all. [1 mark] 

 

Information 
included in 
poster: 
Technology 
that benefits 
the poor 
[Marks out of 
4] 

The poster 
includes at least 
four correct 
facts about 
technology that 
benefits the 
poor. [4 marks] 

The poster 
includes three 
correct facts 
about 
technology that 
benefits the 
poor. [3 marks] 

The poster 
includes two 
correct facts 
about 
technology that 
benefits the 
poor. [2 marks] 

The poster 
includes one or 
no correct facts 
about 
technology that 
benefits the 
poor. [1 mark] 

 

Information 
included in 
poster: 
Improving 
quality of life 
of the poor 
[Marks out of 
4] 

The poster 
includes at least 
four correct 
facts about how 
the lives of the 
poor are 
improved. [4 
marks] 

The poster 
includes three 
correct facts 
about how the 
lives of the poor 
are improved. [3 
marks] 

The poster 
includes two 
correct facts 
about how the 
lives of the poor 
are improved. [2 
marks] 

The poster 
includes one or 
no correct facts 
about how the 
lives of the poor 
are improved. [1 
mark] 

 

Attractiveness 
of poster 
[Marks out of 
4] 

The poster is 
very attractive 
and neat. [4 
marks] 

The poster is 
attractive and 
neat. [3 marks] 

The poster is 
somewhat 
attractive, but 
not neat. [2 
marks] 

The poster is not 
attractive and is 
untidy. [1 mark] 

 

Total marks out of 16:   

Level 4: 11–16 marks (70–100%) – Outstanding 
Level 3: 8–10 marks (50–69%) – Achieved 
Level 2: 5–7 marks (35–49%) – Partially achieved 
Level 1: 1–4 marks (1–34%) – Not achieved 
 


