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Assessment Task: Improvisation 

 
 
The visual phone 

 

1. Make a list of the sorts of phone conversations you usually have. 

Now, tick which of the conversations you wouldn’t mind being seen by the other person.   

Put a cross next to the conversations you would not like to be seen by them. 

 

2. Many cell phones today have the ability to allow for video calling. This will probably 

become more popular in the future. Suppose you have a “visual phone” with a “vision 

on/vision off” switch so that the other person could see you or not.  

 

In each of the following situations, you will work with a partner in order to act out the 

telephone conversation. You will begin the improvisation with both partners having the 

“vision on”. If you like, at some point in the conversation, you may switch to “vision off”, but 

you have to explain to the person you are talking to why you changed! 

 

a. You are being invited to a party. You have to lie about why you don’t want to go to the 

other person’s boring party. 

b. You are phoning your parents long distance from camp. 

c. You are asking your girl/boyfriend to go steady, but the girl/boyfriend wants to break 

up. 

d. You are phoning your dad at work to tell him you dropped your bike onto his new 

BMW. 

e. You are phoning the police to report someone suspicious prowling outside your house. 

 

3. Select one of your scenarios from question 2 and rehearse it a few times so that you 

are able to perform it for the class. You will be assessed with the following rubric. 
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Rubric to assess visual phone call 
 

Criteria Level 4  Level 3  Level 2  Level 1  

Question 1 Learner has 
made a 
comprehensive 
list of 
conversations 
and has marked 
them 
appropriately. 
[4 marks] 

Learner has 
made a good list 
of conversations 
and has marked 
them fairly 
appropriately. 
 
 
[3 marks] 

Learner has 
made a fair list 
of conversations 
and has marked 
some 
appropriately. 
 
 
[2 marks] 

Learner’s list of 
conversations is 
poor and is not 
marked 
appropriately. 
 
 
 
[1 mark] 

Question 2 Learner 
performed with 
partner in a 
responsible 
manner and 
performed the 
scenarios in a 
committed and 
serious way. 
[4 marks] 

Learner 
performed with 
partner in a fairly 
responsible 
manner and 
performed the 
scenarios in a 
committed way. 
 
[3 marks] 

Learner 
performed with 
partner but with 
much giggling 
and fooling 
around. 
 
 
 
[2 marks] 

Learner unable 
to perform with 
partner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[1 mark] 

Question 3 Learners set up 
the visual phone 
call in a creative 
way; acting was 
sincere and well 
rehearsed. The 
scene built to a 
climax and the 
concept of visual 
calling was well 
integrated. 
 
 
[8 – 7 marks] 

Learners set up 
the visual phone 
call in a mostly 
creative way; 
acting was good 
and fairly well 
rehearsed. The 
scene built to a 
fair climax and 
the concept of 
visual calling 
was fairly well 
understood. 
[6 – 5 marks] 

Learners set up 
the visual phone 
call in a 
satisfactory way; 
acting was fair 
but needed 
more rehearsal. 
The scene was 
satisfactory but 
the concept of 
visual calling 
needed more 
integration. 
[4 – 3 marks] 

Learners unable 
to set up the 
visual phone call 
in a creative 
way; acting was 
poor and poorly 
rehearsed. The 
scene did not 
build to a climax 
and the concept 
of visual calling 
was not well 
integrated. 
[2 – 1 marks] 

 

           [16 marks] 
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Suggested Solutions 
 
 

Question 
number 

Possible 
marks 

Solution 

1, 2, 3 16 See rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools. 

 
 
 
Appendix of Assessment Tools  

 
Rubric to assess visual phone call 
 

Criteria Level 4  Level 3  Level 2  Level 1  

Question 1 Learner has 
made a 
comprehensive 
list of 
conversations 
and has marked 
them 
appropriately. 
[4 marks] 

Learner has 
made a good list 
of conversations 
and has marked 
them fairly 
appropriately. 
 
 
[3 marks] 

Learner has 
made a fair list 
of conversations 
and has marked 
some 
appropriately. 
 
 
[2 marks] 

Learner’s list of 
conversations is 
poor and is not 
marked 
appropriately. 
 
 
 
[1 mark] 

Question 2 Learner 
performed with 
partner in a 
responsible 
manner and 
performed the 
scenarios in a 
committed and 
serious way. 
[4 marks] 

Learner 
performed with 
partner in a fairly 
responsible 
manner and 
performed the 
scenarios in a 
committed way. 
 
[3 marks] 

Learner 
performed with 
partner but with 
much giggling 
and fooling 
around. 
 
 
 
[2 marks] 

Learner unable 
to perform with 
partner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[1 mark] 

Question 3 Learners set up 
the visual phone 
call in a creative 
way; acting was 
sincere and well 
rehearsed. The 
scene built to a 
climax and the 
concept of visual 
calling was well 
integrated. 
 
 
[8 – 7 marks] 

Learners set up 
the visual phone 
call in a mostly 
creative way; 
acting was good 
and fairly well 
rehearsed. The 
scene built to a 
fair climax and 
the concept of 
visual calling 
was fairly well 
understood. 
[6 – 5 marks] 

Learners set up 
the visual phone 
call in a 
satisfactory way; 
acting was fair 
but needed 
more rehearsal. 
The scene was 
satisfactory but 
the concept of 
visual calling 
needed more 
integration. 
[4 – 3 marks] 

Learners unable 
to set up the 
visual phone call 
in a creative 
way; acting was 
poor and poorly 
rehearsed. The 
scene did not 
build to a climax 
and the concept 
of visual calling 
was not well 
integrated. 
[2 – 1 marks] 

 
 

 


