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Assessment Task: Art; Realistic; Abstract 

 
Realistic or abstract 

 
Part One: Compare two pictures 
  
Study the two pictures below then answer the questions that follow. 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

Picture 1     Picture 2 

 

Tick the correct box. For some of the questions, there are no “right” or “wrong” answers, as 

you need to give your opinion. 

 

Question Picture 1 Picture 2 

Which picture looks more like a photograph of a chameleon?   

Which picture shows a chameleon in a more realistic way?   

Which picture uses unrealistic colours and shapes?   

Which picture is most easily recognisable as a chameleon?   

For which picture do you have to use the most imagination in order 
to understand it? 

  

Which picture shows a change from reality to something new?   

Which picture would you use in your Natural Sciences book to 
illustrate what a chameleon looks like? 

  

Which picture would you use on a greeting card?   

Which picture shows the mood of the artist more clearly?   

Which picture do you like the best?   

      
           [10 marks] 
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Part Two: Finding examples of realistic and abstract art 
 

Look in old magazines and picture collections to find examples of art which is realistic and 

art which is abstract.  

Open your workbook to a clean double page. Stick all the realistic art on the left hand page 

and all the abstract art on the right hand page. Make a heading for each page. 

           [6 marks] 

 
Part Three: Produce an original artwork 

 
You are going to produce an original artwork which is an abstract interpretation of a realistic 

picture. Find a realistic picture of any animal. This picture should make you feel something 

about the animal. You could find the picture frightening, or comforting, or funny, or 

powerful… as long as the picture inspires some response in you, you can turn it into an 

abstract work of art. 

There are two aspects to this assessment: The artwork and a written report. 

 You may use any media you prefer. 

 Your artwork must be A3 or A4. 

 You can use any style of art you prefer. You must use the elements of art that you 

have learned about in your artwork. 

 You must include a written report in which you show how you went about preparing 

this artwork and what your artwork means. 

 You will be assessed according to the rubric below. 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 7 Arts and Culture Worksheet 

Edupstairs Grade R - 9 Learning www.edupstairs.org 

 
Rubric for artwork 
 

Criteria Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Art is abstract 
and inspired 
by a realistic 
picture. 

Art clearly 
inspired by 
picture and is 
completely 
abstract. 
 
[4 marks] 

Art shows 
evidence of 
being inspired 
by picture and is 
largely abstract. 
 
[3 marks] 

Art shows little 
evidence of 
being inspired 
by picture and is 
not completely 
abstract.  
[2 marks] 

Art shows no 
evidence of 
being inspired 
by picture and is 
not abstract. 
 
[1 mark] 

Use of 
elements of 
art. 

Elements used 
with technical 
excellence. 
[8 marks] 

Elements used 
with some 
technical skill. 
[6 marks] 

Elements use 
with little 
technical skill. 
[4 marks] 

Elements not 
used.  
 
[2 marks] 

Success of art. Art translates 
the concept into 
visual form in a 
successful and 
highly creative 
manner; art is 
most successful. 
[4 marks] 

Art translates 
the concept into 
visual form in a 
mostly 
successful and 
creative 
manner; art is 
successful. 
[3 marks] 

Art translates 
the concept into 
visual form fairly 
well but lacking 
in creativity; art 
is fairly 
successful. 
[2 marks] 

Art does not 
translate the 
concept into 
visual form and 
is lacking in 
creativity; art is 
not successful. 
[1 mark] 

Report. Report clearly 
explains how 
the artwork was 
prepared and 
what it means. 
 
[8 marks] 

Report explains 
fairly well how 
the artwork was 
prepared and 
what it means. 
 
[6 marks] 

Report not very 
clear in terms of 
how the artwork 
was prepared 
and what it 
means. 
[4 marks] 

Report is poor 
and meaning is 
not very clear at 
all. 
 
 
[4 marks] 

 
 [24 marks] 
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Suggested Solutions 
 
 

Question 
number 

Possible 
marks 

Solution 

1 10 Question Picture 
1 

Picture 
2 

Which picture looks more like a 
photograph of a chameleon? 

 x 

Which picture shows a chameleon 
in a more realistic way? 

 x 

Which picture uses unrealistic 
colours and shapes? 

x  

Which picture is most easily 
recognisable as a chameleon? 

 x 

For which picture do you have to 
use the most imagination in order 
to understand it? 

x  

Which picture shows a change 
from reality to something new? 

x  

Which picture would you use in 
your Natural Sciences book to 
illustrate what a chameleon looks 
like? 

 x 

Which picture would you use on a 
greeting card? 

  

Which picture shows the mood of 
the artist more clearly? 

  

Which picture do you like the best?   

The last three questions will be subjective responses.  

2 6 Realistic examples on the left page, abstract examples on the right 
page. Award marks for correct classification, neat presentation and 
headings. 

3 24 See rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools. 
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Appendix of Assessment Tools  
 
 
Rubric for artwork 
 

Criteria Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Art is abstract 
and inspired 
by a realistic 
picture. 

Art clearly 
inspired by 
picture and is 
completely 
abstract. 
 
[4 marks] 

Art shows 
evidence of 
being inspired 
by picture and is 
largely abstract. 
 
[3 marks] 

Art shows little 
evidence of 
being inspired 
by picture and is 
not completely 
abstract.  
[2 marks] 

Art shows no 
evidence of 
being inspired 
by picture and is 
not abstract. 
 
[1 mark] 

Use of 
elements of 
art. 

Elements used 
with technical 
excellence. 
[8 marks] 

Elements used 
with some 
technical skill. 
[6 marks] 

Elements use 
with little 
technical skill. 
[4 marks] 

Elements not 
used.  
 
[2 marks] 

Success of art. Art translates 
the concept into 
visual form in a 
successful and 
highly creative 
manner; art is 
most successful. 
[4 marks] 

Art translates 
the concept into 
visual form in a 
mostly 
successful and 
creative 
manner; art is 
successful. 
[3 marks] 

Art translates 
the concept into 
visual form fairly 
well but lacking 
in creativity; art 
is fairly 
successful. 
[2 marks] 

Art does not 
translate the 
concept into 
visual form and 
is lacking in 
creativity; art is 
not successful. 
[1 mark] 

Report. Report clearly 
explains how 
the artwork was 
prepared and 
what it means. 
 
[8 marks] 

Report explains 
fairly well how 
the artwork was 
prepared and 
what it means. 
 
[6 marks] 

Report not very 
clear in terms of 
how the artwork 
was prepared 
and what it 
means. 
[4 marks] 

Report is poor 
and meaning is 
not very clear at 
all. 
 
 
[4 marks] 

 

 


