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Assessment Task: Art; Design 

 
Art is life 

 
Part One: Write a paragraph 
 

Hippocrates, an ancient Greek physician (medical doctor) and philosopher (thinker) once 

said: “Art is long; life is short”. 

What do you think Hippocrates meant? Write your answer in a paragraph. Use examples to 

support statements and claims you make. 

           [10 marks] 

 

Part Two: 

 

You are a great artist! People commission you to create artworks for them and your art is 

treasured in museums and galleries across the world. You are coming to the end of your life, 

however, and, like Hippocrates, you are finding that life is short and you still have so much to 

say in your artwork. You are about to create your last artwork ever. You have decided that 

the artwork should be called “Art is Life”. Because you are a proud South African, your work 

will have a distinctly South African flavour. 

 

Before you begin your artwork, you need to put together a design brief. 

Explain how you are going to illustrate the concept “Art is Life”. 

Explain which media you will use and why you have chosen to use them. 

Briefly explain the way you have South Africanised the art. 

Now prepare the artwork. 

           [64 marks] 

The rubric will help you see how you will be assessed. 
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Rubric to assess design brief and artwork 

 
Part Three: 

 

Your teacher will put you into a group.  

You are a famous rap-group! You are concerned that children at primary school are not 

being exposed to art and culture in a positive way. You create a rap item entitled “Lyfe iz Art-

t-t” which you hope will show primary school children how important various art-forms are. 

Write your song as a group. 

Split the group in half. 

One half of the group will sing/rap the song. 

The other half will dance and move while the song is being rapped. 

           [20 marks] 

The rubric below will be used to assess you. 

 

Criteria Level 4 [8 – 7] Level 3 [6 – 5] Level 2 [4 – 3] Level 1 [2 – 1] 

Design brief is well 
written, attention paid to 
grammar, spelling and 
presentation  

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Design brief clearly 
explains the concept 
“Life is Art” 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Design brief clearly 
explains the use of 
chosen media 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Design brief explains 
South Africanism in the 
art 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Artwork is 
professionally 
presented  

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Artwork clearly 
illustrates the topic 
“Life is Art” 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Artwork is grand and 
worthy of being a 
famous artist’s final 
work! 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Artwork clearly shows a 
South African flavour 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 
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Rubric to assess song-writing and performance of rap and dance 

Criteria Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Song/rap item 
addresses the 
focal point (art 
is life)  

Song/rap item 
clearly 
addresses the 
focal point. 
 
[4 marks]  

Song/rap item 
satisfactorily 
addresses the 
focal point. 
[3 marks]  

Song/rap item 
attempts to 
address the 
focal point. 
[2 marks]  

Song/rap item 
does not 
address the 
focal point. 
 
[1 mark] 

Use of dance, 
and 
choreography 
design 
elements 

Excellent 
incorporation of 
dance elements.  
4 marks 

Good 
incorporation of 
dance elements. 
3 marks 

Fair 
incorporation of 
dance elements.  
2 marks 

Inability to 
incorporate 
dance 
elements.  
1 mark 

Use of the 
voice and rap 
techniques 

Excellent.  
 
[4 marks] 

Good. 
 
[3 marks] 

Fair. 
 
[2 marks] 

Poor. 
 
[1 mark] 

Group-work Group able to 
work well 
together, 
without 
disruptive 
behaviour, 
remained 
focussed on the 
task. 
 
 
 
[4 marks] 

Group mostly 
able to work 
well together, 
without much 
disruptive 
behaviour, 
remained fairly 
focussed on the 
task. 
 
 
 
[3 marks] 

Group needed 
to be brought to 
attention before 
being able to 
work well 
together, some 
disruptive 
behaviour, 
battled to 
remain focussed 
on the task. 
[2 marks] 

Group unable to 
work well 
together, 
constant 
disruptive 
behaviour, 
unable to 
remain 
focussed on the 
task. 
 
 
[1 mark] 

Presentation of 
performance  

Confident and 
enthusiastic 
presentation of 
the 
performance. 
 
 
[4 marks] 

Fairly confident 
and enthusiastic 
presentation of 
the 
performance. 
 
 
[3 marks] 

Satisfactory 
confidence and 
enthusiasm 
displayed in 
presentation of 
the 
performance. 
[2 marks] 

Performance 
not presented 
with enthusiasm 
or confidence. 
 
 
[1 mark] 
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Suggested Solutions 

 
 
Question 
number 

Possible 
marks 

Solution 

1 10 Hippocrates meant that life is so short, yet perfecting the art/science of 
medicine takes so long. Hippocrates was frustrated that he didn’t have all 
the answers. However, the statement could be taken in another way. Life 
is short and while the lives of artists pass, their art lives on and endures 
many ages. Learners need to offer examples of great artists that lived 
their lives, yet their art has endured many centuries. Award marks for 
insight and clarity of explanation, as well as use of example.  
 

2 64 See rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools. 
 

3 20 See rubric in Appendix of Assessment Tools. 
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Appendix of Assessment Tools  
 
Rubric to assess design brief and artwork 

 

  

Criteria Level 4 [8 – 7] Level 3 [6 – 5] Level 2 [4 – 3] Level 1 [2 – 1] 

Design brief is well 
written, attention paid to 
grammar, spelling and 
presentation  

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Design brief clearly 
explains the concept 
“Life is Art” 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Design brief clearly 
explains the use of 
chosen media 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Design brief explains 
South Africanism in the 
art 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Artwork is 
professionally 
presented  

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Artwork clearly 
illustrates the topic 
“Life is Art” 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Artwork is grand and 
worthy of being a 
famous artist’s final 
work! 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 

Artwork clearly shows a 
South African flavour 

Outstanding, 
exceeds 
expectations. 

Good, meeting 
expectations 
well. 

Satisfies 
expectations. 

Does not meet 
expectations. 
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Rubric to assess song-writing and performance of rap and dance 
 

Criteria Level 4 Level 3 Level 2 Level 1 

Song/rap item 
addresses the 
focal point (art 
is life)  

Song/rap item 
clearly 
addresses the 
focal point. 
 
[4 marks]  

Song/rap item 
satisfactorily 
addresses the 
focal point. 
[3 marks]  

Song/rap item 
attempts to 
address the 
focal point. 
[2 marks]  

Song/rap item 
does not 
address the 
focal point. 
 
[1 mark] 

Use of dance, 
and 
choreography 
design 
elements 

Excellent 
incorporation of 
dance elements.  
[4 marks] 

Good 
incorporation of 
dance elements. 
[3 marks] 

Fair 
incorporation of 
dance elements.  
[2 marks] 

Inability to 
incorporate 
dance 
elements.  
[1 mark] 

Use of the 
voice and rap 
techniques 

Excellent.  
 
[4 marks] 

Good. 
 
[3 marks] 

Fair. 
 
[2 marks] 

Poor. 
 
[1 mark] 

Group-work Group able to 
work well 
together, 
without 
disruptive 
behaviour, 
remained 
focussed on the 
task. 
 
 
 
[4 marks] 

Group mostly 
able to work 
well together, 
without much 
disruptive 
behaviour, 
remained fairly 
focussed on the 
task. 
 
 
 
[3 marks] 

Group needed 
to be brought to 
attention before 
being able to 
work well 
together, some 
disruptive 
behaviour, 
battled to 
remain focussed 
on the task. 
[2 marks] 

Group unable to 
work well 
together, 
constant 
disruptive 
behaviour, 
unable to 
remain 
focussed on the 
task. 
 
 
[1 mark] 

Presentation of 
performance  

Confident and 
enthusiastic 
presentation of 
the 
performance. 
 
 
[4 marks] 

Fairly confident 
and enthusiastic 
presentation of 
the 
performance. 
 
 
[3 marks] 

Satisfactory 
confidence and 
enthusiasm 
displayed in 
presentation of 
the 
performance. 
[2 marks] 

Performance 
not presented 
with enthusiasm 
or confidence. 
 
 
[1 mark] 

 
 
 

 


